
24% Gourmet style kitchen,
 rich in amenities

50% Full function kitchen
 with ample features

18% Efficient kitchen with
 focus on space saving
 and multiple functions 

73% Open to family room

38% Adjacent to garage

KITCHENKITCHEN

Best location:
77% Main floor
6% Upper floor

49% Isolated from other
 bedrooms
7% Adjacent to other

 bedrooms

OWNENERS’ SUITEUITE

Average size of home:
 2350 sq.ft.
Range of responses:
 400-8000 sq.ft.

56% One story
26% Two story
2% More than two story

59% Basement

28% Wheelchair accessible

Average budget: $294,000
Range of responses:
 $100,000-$1,000,000

Exterior style:
33% Ranch
19% Country
14% Traditional
13% Contemporary
9% Craftsman

12% All other styles

TYPE OF HOMETYPE OF HOME

63% Informal great room
 with open living,
 kitchen & dining areas
5% Formally defined

 spaces with separa-
 tion of functions
25% Combination of formal
 spaces and great room
Number of bedrooms: 3.3
Number of baths: 2.6
Number of “en-suites”: 1.4
 (bedrooms with private
 baths)

LIVING AREASLIVING AREAS

Number of cars: 2.5

64% Storage/shop

GARAGEGARAGE
Number of people: 2.6
Age of respondent: 51

54% Plan to build a home
10% Plan to buy a home
Timeframe: 3.6 years

HOUSEHOLDHOUSEHOLD
68% Adjacent to kitchen/
 garage
21% Adjacent to bedrooms

UTILITY ROOMUTILITY ROOM

Interior:
72% Fireplace/woodstove
54% Vaulted ceilings
56% Skylights
53% Computer center
16% Wet/Service bar
11% Swimming pool

Exterior:
67% Front porch
71% Deck/patio
43% Screened porch
15% Courtyard
25% Fireplace
22% Spa/hot tub
17% Water feature

EXTRASEXTRAS
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In reflective or visionary moments, maybe 
you’ve considered the possibility of designing 
and building a home perfectly suited to your 
lives. 

That’s exactly what the staff at Associated 
Designs invited readers to do several months 
ago when we published the 2008 Home from 
the Heart survey. Readers like you, from all 
over the United States and Canada, accepted 
our invitation. Now we’d like to share the 
tallied results of that survey along with some 
comparisons to ten years ago. 

More than half want a one-story home 
between 2000 and 3500 square feet. When it 
comes to exterior styling, the ranch-style home 
continues its long run as the most popular 
exterior style. Ten years ago the size prefer-
ences were about the same, but country-style 
homes were the most desired.

One Missouri reader wrote, “The ideal home 
for me would be a ranch-style home that is very 
open, with no stairs.” Her preference is echoed 
by many. More than 60% now prefer an 

informal great room, where living, dining and 
kitchen areas flow together, while only 5% 
want those rooms separated. But about a quarter 
did ask for a combination of formal spaces and 
great room. Times have changed a great deal in 
this respect; ten years ago only half opted for 
the great room, and the other half wanted 
separated living, dining and family rooms.

Features that have stayed about the same 
over the years are the number of bedrooms 
(3+), the number of bathrooms (2-3), and a 
strong desire for the owners’ suite to be well 
isolated from other bedrooms. More than 50% 
then, as now, also wanted a computer center, 
and around 70% still prefer their utility room 
adjacent to the kitchen.  As for big contrasts, the 
desire for a fireplace or woodstove has dropped 
from nearly 100% to 72%. 

Two Oklahoma women from different towns 
asked for something we hadn’t listed on our 
survey. Both wanted the laundry room to double 
as a mudroom “for dogs and grandkids.” As 
usual, we always learn a lot from our readers!

Survey reveals the perfect home
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